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Distribution, pupulation number and biology of the Common Buzzard in
Oleksandria District, Kirovohrad Region, Ukraine. - Shevtsov A. A. — Monitoring
data on breeding birds of prey were collected for the period of 24 years (1988-2012).
The monitoring methodology, developed by the author, was used for all the species of
Falconiformes nesting in the study district.

Totally, there were discovered 44 nests, measured 17 eggs in 8 clutches, and
ringed 27 chicks. Spring arrival of the Buzzards occurs in March and April. The earliest
record in the study area was on March 9, 2001 and the latest was April 9, 2004 (mean
date 23.03; n=8). The preferred nesting sites are forest belts where 90% of the nests were
found. As a result of our research it was established that the average breeding density in
the district was 1 pair/34.09 km?. The entire Oleksandria District holds at least 55-60 pairs
of nesting Buzzards. Within the district, they built their nests on 9 deciduous tree species
preferring the oak tree (51.2% of the nests).

The Buzzards usually construct their nests at the height of 5-19 metres from
ground; the average height is 11.3 metres (n=31). Five types of nest locations were
discovered. Most frequently (40%) the nests were located in the apical bifurcation of the
tree trunk.

From the second half of March to mid-April the Buzzards perform their mating
rituals. The egg-laying begins in the second decade of April and peaks in the first decade
of May (Fig. 1). The earliest date of laying the first egg is recorded in the vicinity of
Kukolivka Village on April 14, 2010. On average, the number of eggs in the clutch
accounted for 2.8 (+/- 0.23 n=29). The egg size was 47.5-52.5mm x 39.4-47.7 mm, the
mean was 54.24 x 43.67 mm (n=17). The weight of fresh eggs equalled to 38.3-52.4 g,
the average was 48.0 g. Chicks hatch from eggs from mid-May to the end of June. Before
leaving the nest the broods contain 1-4 fledglings. Thus, in 23 observed nests 1 nest had
1 fledgling, 7 nests had 2 fledglings, 10 nests had 3, and 2 nests had 4 fledged chicks.
On average, the nest contained 2.2 eggs (+/- 0.23) for each successful breeding pair.
Feathered chicks start leaving their nests in the first decade of July. The broods for a
while keep close to the nests and by the middle of August begin leaving the nesting sites.
Autumn migration begins in late August and continues until November. Prey usually
consists of mouse-like rodents.

Nzyuennem Ononoruu 0OBIKHOBEHHOTO KaHIOKA (Buteo buteo) Ha Tep-
putopur KupoBorpanckoii obnactu 10 OCISAHETO BPEMEHH ClIeHUaIbHO HU-
KTO HE 3aHMMaJICs. 3a modtu 150-JIeTHIOI HCTOPHUIO U3yUSHHST OPHUTO(AYHBI
00JIaCTH eMy He IMOCBSIICHO HH OJHOM CIeHUaJbHON MyOJIMKaluu, XOTsS BO
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BCE BpeMEHa OH OBUI OIHUM M3 HaMOOJIee MacCCOBBIX BHIOB XHIIHBIX IITHI]
peruona [20]. B panee omy0iarKoBaHHBIX paboTax, B KpaliHEM cllydae, YKa3bl-
BaeTCs CTAaTyC M XapakTep mpeObiBaHus Buna [1-4, 6-7, 10, 16, 19, 24]. Uno-
raa paboThl ComepIKaT OTPHIBOUHYIO0 HH(OpMAIMIO 0 Haxomkax rHesf [5, 11],
KOJUTEKITMOHHOM J100bIBaHnu nTull [12-13], pacnpeneneHuu U YUCICHHOCTH
B OTJENBHBIX YacTax obmactu [9, 15]. C menpio MUKBUAAIMH TOTO Mpoderna
Ham# 0000IIeHBI MHOTONIETHIE MaTepHaIIbl IO THE3I0BOH OMOIOTHH KaHIOKa
Ha TEPPUTOPUH AJIEKCAHIPUICKOTO palioHa, KOTOPBIH, KaK M BCS TEPPUTOPHSI
KupoBorpanckoii 061acTu, pacionoXeH Ha TpaHulle CTEITHON U JIECOCTEITHOMN
MPHUPOAHBIX 30H YKpauHbl. PU3nK0-reorpaduueckas XxapakTepucTHKa paiioHa
WCCIIeIOBaHMsI MyOIMKoBaIach HaMu panee [18].

Marepuana 1 MeToAMKA
Marepuasbl s TAHHOTO COOOLIEHHs] COOpaHbl HAMH HAa MPOTSHKSHUH
1988-2012 rr. [lyis1 3TOr0 MCHONIBb30BaHA METOAMKA MOHUTOPUHTA THE3OBAHHSI
XHIIHBIX THUILI, pa3paboTaHHAs HAMU U IPUMEHsIeMast KO BCEM HE3/ISIUMCS BU-
nam Cokostoo0pa3HbIX JaHHOTO parioHa. JleTaabHO OHA onucaHa panee [17, 22].
Bcero oOnapyxeno 44 rtHe3ma, mpomepsiHo 17 smim w3 8 KiIamok,
OKOJIBIIOBAHO 27 IITEHIIOB.

Pe3yabTaThl M 00CyKIEHHE

Bcest repputopust AnekcaHapuiickoro paiioHa, kak u KupoBorpaackoi
oOmacT, OTHOCHTCS K THE3JOBOMYy apeany Buaa. CosmaHHas B CepeauHe
XX Beka ceThb JIECOMOJOC M HCKYCCTBEHHBIX JIECOB B CTEIHOW €€ YacTu
crocoOCcTBOBajIA PAcIIPOCTPAHEHHIO BUA B I0)KHOM HarpaBiieHHH. Teneps oH
HaceJseT IpaKTHIeCKH Bce OMOTOITBI, IMEIOIINE TPEBECHYIO PACTHTEIHHOCTD,
nocturinyro 20-30-1eTHero Bo3pacra.

Becennuii mpui€r KaHIOKOB MPOUCXOAUT B MapTe WJIM arpee.
Haubonee panusis Bctpeda Ha Tepputopuu paiiona - 09.03.2001 r., Hanbonee
no3ausist - 09.04.2004 1., B cpennem — 23.03. (n=8) [21].

Cpazy nocine npuiaéra MECTHBIC NITHIBI HAYMHAIOT 3aHAMaTh THE3/I0BEIC
yuactku. [Iponcxomur 310 ¢ cepeauHBl MapTa A0 cepeauHsl ampemns. OOBHMHO
CTPOUTENBCTBOM THE3Z KaHIOKH 3aHUMAIOTCS CaMOCTOATENIBHO M HCIIOIB3YIOT
9TH THE3[a Ha MPOTSHKEHUH MHOTHX JieT. Hanbornee M3mo0IeHHBIMA MeCTaMu
THE3ZI0BAHUSI Ha MCCIICOBAHHON TEPPUTOPHH SBIIAIOTCS OaiipadHble Jieca u Jie-
COIIOJIOCHI, Ha JIOMIO KOTOPBIX npuxoautcs 90% obHapykeHHBIX THE3N (Ta0m. 1).
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Tabnuna 1. Pacnipenenenue rHE3 ] KaHIOKa B pesynbrare Hamumx uccie-
Ha TEPPUTOPHH AJIEKCAHIPHUICKOTO JIOBaHUil OBLIO yCTAHOBJCHO, YTO B
paiioHa 1o OCHOBHEIM OHOTONAM CPEIHEM IUIOTHOCTh THE3IOBAHHS

Tab(l)e1 11; Diztr'iblgihon 'of the Bugza;fis nests in BH/Ia HA TEPPUTOPHH paifoHa COCTAB-
eksandria District per main biotopes
P P astet 1 mapa/34.09 kM2, B 0CHOBHBIX

THE30BBIX OHOTOIAaX IMJIOTHOCTD Ha-

Komn-Bo .
. CelleHHsl OLleHMBaeTcsi: OalipauHble
proton A% 1 napa/107.7
Biotope Number | 70 | 71eca— 1 mapa .7 ra neca, B 1eco-
of nests mojocax — 1 mapa/l17.1 kM jecomno-
BaﬁpaquHH aee 26 |59.1| mocel Takum o6pasom, Ha Beei Tep-
Gully forest . o o
Jlecomnosoca 14 319 puropun AHeKcaH,HpI/II/ICKOFO pauno-
Forest belt : Ha THe3auTCcs He MeHee 55-60 map
HeoOonbmne rpymnmst
OOBIKHOBEHHOTO KaHIOKA.
JCPEBLEB B JOJIMHAX PEK 3 6 8
Small tree groups in river ) I'HesziTcs KaHIOKH OT/CINb-
valleys HBIMHU TIapaMH, HO MHOTAA BCTpeda-
PenKonecos B LIEIMHHBIX
IOTCS JTOBOJILHO OJM3KO Pacmoiio-
OGankax 1 o) . T
Sparse growth of trees in . JKeHHble THE3ma. Tak, B JIECHBIX
virgin gullies ypounmax «Kopucrosckoe», «Ipa-
Bcero: / Total: 44 100

6oBaroe» u «JlozoBarckas maga»
paccTosHHE MEXAy ONKaWIIIMu
rae3gamu coctasisier 100-300 M.

Ha rtepputopuu paiioHa cBou THE3AA KAHIOKHM CTPOSAT Ha JAEPEBBAX
9-TH JTUCTBEHHBIX TOPOJ, XOTA Hambosiee MPEeANOYUTAEMBIM SIBISETCS ay0
OOBIKHOBEHHBIH, Ha MO0 KOTOpOro npuxomurcs 51.2 % Bcex HaWICHHBIX
rHE37 (Tabu. 2).

YcTpanBarT cBou THE3A KaHIOKM Ha BbicoTe 5.0-19.0, B cpennem —
11.3 M (n=31). OOHapy>EHO 5 THIIOB PACIIOIOKCHHS I'HE3 B KPOHAX JACPCBHEB.
Haubonee gacto (40.0%) rué3na pacroyiaralorcsi B BEpXyLICYHOW Pa3BHIIKE
OCHOBHOT'O CTBOJIa JiepeBa. Pexke NTUIIbI UX YCTPaUBatOT B CPEIHEW U HUXKHEN
4acTH KPOHBI JIepeBa, Ha OOKOBBIX BETBSIX BO3JIE OCHOBHOTO cTBOMA (25.0%)
WIA B TOPU30HTAIBHOM pa3BHUIIKe OCHOBHBIX BeTBeil (18.7%). MHorma rué3na
YCTPauBaIOTCsl HA TOPU30HTAIBHON Pa3BUIIKE OOKOBBIX BETBEil KPOHBI JiepeBa
(9.3%) nm Ha TOPU3OHTANBHON PAa3BHIIKE HATHYTOTO CTBOJA Jepena (6.2%).

CTpOUTENBHBIM MaTepHaIOM Ui THE3] CIyXKaT BETBH JIEPEBHEB U
CTeOIM TPABSIHUCTHIX PACTEHHUM TOIIIUHON 70 2.5 CM, U3 KOTOPBIX CTPOHTCS
OCHOBa ruesna. B ruésnax, pacnonoxeHHbIX cpeny arponasaiadToB, HHOTIA
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B CTPOUTENFHOM MaTepHajie MPUCYTCTBYIOT CTEOJM W KOPHHU IOACONIHYXa,
KyKYypY3bl, pa3IM4YHBIX 3JIaKOBBIX KYJIBTYyp M COpPHBIX TpaB. JIoTok memaercs
n3 Oosiee TOHKHUX BETBEH, CyXHMX JIUCThEB, KOPbI U J1y0a JIepEeBbEB, a TAKKE
TPaBSIHUCTHIX pacTeHUui. YacTo B JIOTKE MPUCYTCTBYIOT BETBU C 3€JIEHBIMU
JUCTBSIMU JIepeBbeB (y0a, UMb, aKalliy, Bs3a, Pa3HbIX BUAOB KJIEHA U JIp.),
a TarxoKe MPEAMETHI aHTPOIIOTEHHOTO IIPOUCXOXKISHHS — ONMUATHIICH, Oymara,
HeOopIIre KyCKH TKaH! U TIp.

Tabnuna 2. Pacnipenenenne rHE3N KaHIOKA 110 TTIOPOAM JIEPEBHEB

Table 2. Distribution of the Buzzards nests per tree species

Bun nepesnen

Ne Tree species Komn-Bo rué3n %

/i Pycckoe nHa3Banue JlatuHckoe Ha3BaHue |Number of nests 0
Russian name Latin name

1 |dy0 0OBIKHOBEHHBII Ouercus robur L. 20 51,2
2 |SIceHb OOBIKHOBEHHBIM Fraxinus excelsior L. 6 15,3
3 |benas akauust Robinia pseudoacacia L. 5 12,8
4 |Tomosb u€pHblit (0cokops)|Populus nigra L. 2 5,1
5 |KiéH siceHenuCTHBII Acer negundo L. 2 5,1
6 |KiéH ocTpoancTHBIN Acer platanoides L. 1 2,6
7 |Knén tatapckuit Acer tataricum L. 1 2,6
8 |JIuna cepauenaucTHas Tilia cordata Mill. 1 2,6
9 |JIoX Y3KONMCTHBIN Elaegnus angustifolia L. 1 2,6
Bcero: / Total: 39 100

Pasmepsl THE3 T 3aBUCAT TaKXKe OT UX Bo3pacTa. Tak, MHOTOJICTHEE THE3-

1o, ooHapyxernHoe 02.05.1993 1. B SIcCHHOBATCKOM JIeCy UMEIIO BHEIIHUI Jua-
Mmetp 105 x 95 cM, Toraa kak ofHOJNIETHEE THE3/10, oOHapykeHHoe 24.04.2000 .
B JIECOIIOJIOCE BO3JE C. SIIBIHOBKA,
obut0 Beero 50 x 46 cM. OcHOBHBIE
Table 3. Morphometric indices MOpOMETpHeCKHe  TOKasaTe M
of the Buzzard nests THE3 mpuBozsTCsS B Tabmuie 3. B
OCHOBaHHUH 6 CTapBIX KIJIBIX THE3

Ta6numna 3. MopdomeTpudeckue
TOKa3aTesn rHE3/ KaHIOKa

IToka3arens Mi M B cpennem
Index n in ax Moan OTMEUYCHO THE3/I0BAHUE MOJIEBBIX
D 14 [50x 46[105x95]76.0x 61.8] BOpoOBEB (Passer montanus).
d 14 [22 x 18|40 x40 [30.7x27.2 o
o ERRSE] <0 33 Co BTOpOIi IOJIOBUHBI MapTa
h 5] 5 13 32 1 JI0 CEPEIMHBI arpeisi IPOUCXOIAT
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Opaunbie urpsl. Havaso siiiexnaaky mpuxoAuTest Ha BTOPYIO AEKaLy amperts,
a e€ MUK Ha MepByIo Aekary mas (puc. 1). Haubonee paHHss qara mosBIeHUAS
niepBoro sina ormedena 12.04.2010 1. B okpecTHOCTX ¢. KykomoBka.

KonmuecTtBo raesn
Numbers of nests
o

I T m 1
Amnpens / April

Jlexanpl / Decades

Puc. 1. [lunamuxa nosignenus nepeozo auya 8 eHé30ax KaHwKa
Ha meppumopuu Anexcanopuiicko2o paioua.
Fig.1. Dynamics of laying the first egg in the Buzzards nests in Oleksandrivka District.

B kmankax OpiBaeT mo 2-4 sifia. B cpemHeM, KOTHYECTBO SUIT B KIIaKax
2.840.23 gitma (n=29). HUx pasmepsr: 47.5-61.7 x 39.4-47.7, B cpemHem —
54.24 x 43.67 mm (n=17). Macca cBexxux siui — 38.3-52.4, B cpenaem —48.0 T

[ITeHIBI TOSMBISAIOTCSA C CEpemUHBI Mas MO KOHIA HMIOHSA. B BRIBOmKax
Tepen BBIUICTOM U3 THE3N ObIBaeT mo 1—4 nreHna. Tak, B 0OHapyXKEHHBIX HAMA
23 BeiBozkax 1 mreHen OpUT B 1 cirydae, 2B 7,3 B 10 m 4 B 2 ciryyasx. B cpemaem
2.240.23 nreHna Ha ycnenHyro napy. C mepBoi AeKaabl UIONS ONEPHBIIHECS
TITCHITHl HAYMHAIOT OCTABIIATH THE3A. BBRIBOIKH €11Ié HEKOTOpOE BpeMs IepKaT-
cs1 BONTU3M THE3[ M K CEpeIUHE aBTyCTa HCYC3a0T C THE3IOBBIX TEPPUTOPHH.
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OceHHsIsl MUTpalisl HAYMHAETCS] B KOHIIE aBryCTa M IPOIOIDKACTCS 110
HOs10pst. IITHIBI MHOTZIAa MUTPHUPYIOT Pa3pO3HEHHBIMH CTasIMH OT HECKOJIb-
KHX IOECATKOB 0 HECKOIBKHX cOT ocobeil. Ilocnenqunx ocobeir Mel HaOIIO-
namu: 08.11.1998 1.; 05.09.1999 r; 01.10.2000 r.; 27.10.2001 r.; 06.10.2002 r;
23.09.2003 r;; 23.09.2004 r; 24.09.2005 r.; 19.10.2008 1; 24.09.2011 r. Briep-
BbI€ KaHIOK OOBIKHOBEHHBIN Ha 3UMOBKe oTMedeH 25.12.2010 . B «JleBuikoit
Ganke» Bo3ie ¢. Kykomoska [23].

OCHOBHBIMH KOPMOBBIMH OOBEKTAMH KAHIOKOB Ha TEPPUTOPHU
paiioHa SIBJISIOTCS MBIILIEBHHbIC TPbI3yHbL. MHTepeceH (akT oOHapyKeHHUs
02.07.1998 1. B okpecTHOCTAX . KyKoylOBKa B THE37le KaHIOKOB C B3POCIBIMH
nTeHaMu 2 cycinukoB. [locienHue Hamm BU3yalibHble HAOMIONEHHS ATOTO
’KUBOTHOTO Ha TEPPUTOPUH paiioHa JaTHPYIOTCs cepenunoit 1980-x rr.

JlanHble HccIie0BaHMsI JOJDKHBI JOTIOHUTh OOIIYI0 KApTHHY OOMTaHHS
BH/JIa B CTEITHOM U JIECOCTEITHON MPUPOIAHBIX 30HAX YKpauHsI [8, 14].
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