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Materials on the biology of the Long-legged Buzzard in the southwestern
Kopet Dagh (Turkmenistan). - Bukreev S.A. - The Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufi-
nus rufinus) is the most numerous breeding species of birds of prey of the southwestern
Kopet Dagh. The author’s materials on observations of this species in the years 1986-
1996 are given in the article. The analysis is based on registrations of 106 nests of the
Long-legged Buzzard, for many of them the long-term monitoring was conducted.

The Long-legged Buzzard in the southwestern Kopet Dagh is a breeding resi-
dent species, but in the winter season concentrated mostly in sub-mountains plains, river
valleys and adjacent sites of the foothills. During the nesting period it is observed in all
landscapes of all high altitude belts of the region (up to 1800 m above sea level), but more
numerous in the high rocky foothills and in the lower belt of the mountains. The Long-
legged Buzzard is an inhabitant of open areas with a rarefied grassy cover, and requires
rocky or loess cliffs for nesting.

To the anthropogenic environment and disturbance the Long-legged Buzzard is
sufficiently tolerant: birds often build nests near cattle drive trails, sheepyards and farms,
motor roads, and in other places frequently visited by people. In many cases the nests are
located very accessibly. The numbers and breeding success of the Long-legged Buzzard
are greatly dependent on the state of food base which is founded on mouse-like rodents,
and therefore they considerably fluctuate over the years. In the years with a high number
of rodents some pairs can nest at the distance only 1-1.5 km from one another.

The inspection, repair and building of the nests the Long-legged Buzzard starts
already from the second decade of February. The egg-laying normally begins in the end
of February — first half of March. If a clutch is lost the birds are capable to repeat it till the
end of March and, possibly, also a bit later. In case of poor food conditions the complete
clutches consist of 2-3 eggs, in favorable years — 4-5 eggs, on the average in all years of
our observations (n=61) — 3.3+0.1 eggs. In the valleys and foothills the fledglings leave
nests in the second half of May — the beginning of June, and higher in the mountains it is
still possible to meet chicks in the nests up to the end of the second decade of June.

Kypraunuk (Buteo rufinus rufinus) — camblii MHOTOYUCIICHHBIN

THE3ISALIMACS BUJ CPENHMX W KPYMHBIX XHUIMHBIX ntun FOro-3amagHoro
Konetnara. B cooOumenun npuBoasTcs Marepuansl HaONMOAEHUH aBTOpa 3a
5TUM BUJIOM B 1986-1996 rT. B 0cHOBY aHanm3a nonoxkeHs! Haxoaku 106 rHE3R
KypraHHHKa, 32 MHOTHMH M3 KOTOPBIX BEJINCh MHOTOJIETHHE HAOIIOACHHS.

Kyprannuk na lOro-3amagnom Komernare Beaér ocemno-kouyromui

00pa3 )KM3HU, B 3MMHEE BpeMsI KOHIIEHTPUPYSICh, B OCHOBHOM, Ha IIOATOPHBIX
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paBHHMHAX, B PEYHBIX JOJIMHAX M HA MPWISKAIIUX ydacTKax mpearopuii. Ha
THE3/I0BaHWU OTMEYEH BO BCEX JIAHIIMIA(THO-BBICOTHBIX MOSCAX PErnoHa (10
1800 M Hax yp. M.), HO 60JIee MHOTOYHCIICH B BBICOKUX CKAJTUCTBIX MIPEATOPhSIX
U B HIDKHEM Mosce rop. OOuTaTens OTKPBITHIX IPOCTPAHCTB € Pa3peKeHHBIM
TPaBSIHUCTHIM ITOKPOBOM, HY)KIAIOIIMNCS Ui THE3IOBAHMSA B CKAJIUCTBIX
i JIECCOBBIX 0OphIBax. [IpeamounTaer mpu 3TOM HEOONBIIHE M CpETHEH
BEJIMYMHBI OOpBIBBI M M30eraeT OOJNbIIUX CKaJIbHUKOB. [Ipenmnonoxenue o
BO3MO)KHOCTH THE3[0BaHUS KypraHHHKAa B PacCMaTpHBaeMOM pErHOHE Ha
nepeBbsx [1] sBHO ommO0YHO — B TPOTUBHOM ClTydae, TaKue THE3Ia 32 MHOTHE
roanl HaOIIONEHNH 3/1eCh 00s13aTENBHO OBUTH Obl HAlICHEI.

K aHTpomoreHHOMY OKpYXEHHIO KypPraHHHK OTHOCHTCS JOCTaTOYHO
CIOKOWHO: HEPEeOKO NTHIBI CTPOAT THE3MA BONM3HM CKOTOIPOTOHHBIX TPOTI,
Korap, hepm, aBTOMOOMIIBHBIX JIOPOT U B IPYTUX MECTAX, YACTO MTOCEIIaeMbIX
monsMH. Bo MHOTMX ciydasx THE3Ma pacloyiaraloTcsi OYeHb JOCTYITHO.
UncaeHHOCTh KypraHHHKa W YCIIEIIHOCTh €r0 THE30BaHUS HAaXOAATCSA B
OOMNBIION 3aBUCUMOCTH OT COCTOSHHS KOPMOBOM 0a3bl, OCHOBY KOTOPOM
COCTAaBJISIFOT MBIIIEBUAHBIE TPHI3YHHI (B MEPBYIO O4depenb, KPACHOXBOCTAas U
MEePCUACKas MEeCYaHKN),  MOATOMY CHIJIBHO KOJIeONIoTcs 1o rogaM. B romst
C BBICOKOH YHCIICHHOCTBIO TPBI3YHOB OTACIBHBIE TAPhl MOTYT THE3JUTHCS Ha
paccrosHum Bcero 1-1,5 kM mpyr ot apyra. ['He3m0BBIe Y9acTKH JOCTaTOYHO
MIOCTOSIHHBI, OJTHA M Ta X THE3ZI0Bas ITOCTPOWKA MOXKET HCIIONB30BATHCS B
TEUeHHe NBYX-TPEX JIET MOAPSA, HO TOpa3ao yalle NTHUIEI UMEIOT Ha CBOEM
y9acTKe HECKOJIBKO FHE3M M Pa3MHOXKAIOTCS B HUX HOMIEPEMEHHO.

K ocMoTpy, peMOHTY ¥ CTPOUTENBCTBY THE3A KypTaHHUKH IPUCTYIAIOT
yke co BTopoi nexansl peBpaisa. OTKIaaKa Ui B HOpME HAYWHAETCS B KOHIIE
(heBpans — mepBoit monoBuHe Mapta. [lociie moTepu KiIaaKky NTUIB CTIOCOOHBI
JI0 KOHIIa MapTa, a, BO3MOXHO, 1 HECKOJIBKO MO3KE, K €€ TIOBTOPHOMY B0300-
HOBJIEHHIO. [IpH TIOXHMX TPOPHUUYECKHUX YCIOBUSIX IOJTHAS KI1aKa HACUUTHIBA-
eT 2-3 siiina, B OJIaronpusTHBIC TOMBI — 4-5 sIHII, B CpEAHEM 3a BCE TObI HAIIUX
HaOmonenuit (n=61) — 3,3+0,1 sun. B gonwHax U mpearoprsAx NTEHIBI MO-
KHJAIOT THE3a BO BTOPOM ITOJIOBHHE Mas — Hadajle MIOHS, a BBIIIE B TOpPax MX
MOXXHO €11 BCTPETUTh B THE3/IaX BILIOTH JI0 KOHIIA BTOPOM JIeKaibl UIOHS.
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